
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



EDUCATIONAL WRITINGS 549 

is planned on this basic idea has recently appeared. 1 It is the belief of the 
author of this text that pupils must work with government as well as study 
it and by so doing become interested in it. He also believes that mere interest 
is insufficient. Worth-while teaching of government must lay down and fix 
in the minds of the students a few of the accepted principles of sound political 
co-operation. Some of these principles which have been woven into the 
author's discussion are the short-ballot principle, the principle of civil-service 
reform, the principle of the executive budget, and the principle of responsible 
leadership. 

The text is made up of five parts, each of which is an organic unit. Part I 
("Elements of Self -Government ") presents the elementary ideas of voluntary 
co-operation such as parliamentary law, the making of rules, the selection of 
officers, and the writing of constitutions. In Part II ("Self-Government in 
Cities") these elementary principles are applied to city government. A 
chapter each is devoted to the following topics: the world's work, the city, 
some public utilities, the disposal of waste, protection from fire and disorder, 
protection from disease, education and culture, the unfortunates, streets and 
parks, building zones or districts, travel and traffic, organizing the city govern- 
ment (two chapters), and the city's expenses. Part III (" Self -Government 
in States") presents the government of the states in much the same way as 
the government of the city is presented in Part II, but in less detail. Part IV 
("Self-Government in the United States") deals with such topics as our federal 
government, the union and the constitution, business in the union, education 
and health, federal law, the federal constitution, colonies and self-government, 
our foreign relations, and the expenses of our federal government. Part V 
(" Some General Ideas about Self-Government ") has a chapter each devoted to 
socialism and capitalism, parties and leaders, organized government, and real 
international law. 

At the end of each chapter are suggestions and questions. These are 
intended to suggest ways of working with government. They are very much 
worth while. The appendix of 68 pages contains a model city charter, a model 
state constitution, a recall petition, a petition for referendum, an initiative 
petition, and a discussion of some principles of political organization. The 
book is sure to take its place among the few best ones in its field. 



The Story of Modern Progress. — Eighteen years ago West's Modern History 
appeared. A few years later his Modern World was published. Both of these 
books have had a successful career. The world-war and subsequent happen- 
ings, however, have made necessary a radical revision of all European history 

1 Edgar Dawson, Organized Self-Government. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 
1920. Pp. xxiv+383. 
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textbooks. Professor West has taken advantage of this necessity and produced 
a book which is much more than a revision of his Modern World. 1 

Those familiar with the Modern World will recall that the first seventh of 
its contents contains a brief summary of earlier history. This feature has also 
been included in The Story of Modern Progress, one-sixth of the entire story 
being devoted to a survey similar to that found in the Modern World. Inas- 
much as this summary included the Renaissance period it was necessary to 
give more space to it. The text proper begins with the Age of the Reformation 
and contains eleven parts. An unusual amount of space is given to English 
history. American history is omitted except where the connection of events 
demands its introduction. For example, the colonization of the seventeenth 
century, the intercolonial wars of the eighteenth century, America's industrial 
inventions in the nineteenth century, and our recent advance in world-politics 
are all treated from the viewpoint of world-development, and not from a 
restricted American position. Part XI is devoted to the war and the new age. 
It contains eight well-written chapters which in themselves are enough to com- 
mend the book to teachers of modern history. For a one-year course in 
modern European history there is possibly no better text on the market. 



Pupil self-government. — Modern civics teaching is demanding much 
participation on the part of the pupil. One way to get this desirable activity 
is through the introduction of student self-government into a class or a school. 
Some English experiments with this sort of thing have been published quite 
recently. 2 Besides narrating his experience in introducing classroom republics 
into his school the author of this little book discusses in some detail the. advan- 
tages of the system and some objections to it. Some attention is also given 
in the last two chapters to the subject, "The School Republic. " Those inter- 
ested in the teaching of practical civics will find many helpful suggestions in 
Mr. Craddock's little book. 

Teacher-training in Minnesota. — The using of high schools for the training 
of country teachers has become quite prevalent in some sections of the country. 
For this reason a wide interest is sure to be shown in a recent publication in 
this field of endeavor.^ Professor Coffman has made an exhaustive survey 
of the situation that existed in the teacher-training departments in Minnesota 
during the school years 1915-16 and 1916-17. Included in the report are 

1 Willis Mason West, The Story of Modern Progress. Chicago: Allyn & 
Bacon, 1920. Pp. xvi+733. 

2 Ernest A. Craddock, The Class-Room Republic. London: A. & C. Black, 
1920. Pp. iv+80. 

3 Lotus D. Coffman, Teacher Training Departments in Minnesota High Schools. 
New York: General Education Board, 1920. Pp. vii+92. 



